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Baptism is a marker of personal faith in any tradition that 

baptizes adults rather than infants. Baptism demonstrates 

that the one who is baptized has become united to Jesus 

Christ.   

Anyone and everyone can be baptized who can answer the 

question, “Who is your Lord?” with integrity.  They give the 

answer “Jesus is my Lord”.  Unlike other Christian traditions, 

adult-faith folks decline baptism to anyone who cannot make 

a verbal confession of their faith -- babies, for instance.   

But the question is such a simple one!  “Who is your Lord?” 

So why have any preparation?  Why have a baptism class?  

The simple confession seems so simple that surely anyone 

would know whether or not Jesus is their Lord.  Why go 

through six or more classes? 

Buy, “Who is your Lord?” is not so simple after all.  The 

question being asked is basically, “Are you a Christian, as far 

as you know?”  It is good to be sure about your answer if you 

are taking a big step like being baptized, possibly giving 

the answer in front of hundreds of witnesses.   

It is true that anyone can be a Christian by just believing the 

basic facts, no more.  “God loves me; I am a sinner; Jesus died 

for my sins; he is my Savior.”  Truly believe that, and you have 

become one of God's people.  Nobody should hold up baptism 

to somebody who knows and says that kind of confession with 

all of their hearts. 

But the heart is tricky.  Often we believe things that are 

inconsistent with each other.  By the time a child is ten or 

twelve, he or she probably believes a lot of things without 

knowing whether they fit together. 

Baptism classes are the process of figuring out where the 

heart's loyalty really lies.  Baptism is a powerful 

confirmation of faith and the reality of new life.  You 

never forget it.  It represents submersion into Christ himself, 

into his death, into his never-ending resurrection life.  

Baptized people have become united with Christ no less than 

a married person is united to a wife or husband.   

Obviously, any person has to be able to take such a big step in 
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good faith.  Take baptism in faith, and your faith will be 

confirmed and strengthened -- and that is especially 

important as children head into the teen years.   

A person who is not really clear about the significance of the 

faith-step can be seriously confused, especially when facing 

tough ethical issues out there in the everyday world.  Damage 

may be done to potential faith someone is told that he/she is 

in good standing with God when really he/she is not ready to 

commit.  We confirm and strengthen faith if that person is 

indeed ready. 

A basic, universal standard definition of what beliefs make 

a Christian is the Apostles' Creed.  The Creed grew out of 

early-church baptism procedures.  How to know whether the 

candidate was really a Christian?  Let them learn the meaning 

of the Creed.  The Apostles (the first followers of Jesus whom 

Jesus sent out with his message) did not write the Creed, but 

it certainly reflects all that they wrote for the New Testament.  

Dusty language but compact, jamming a lot of meaning into 

its few phrases, anyone who is asked the meaning of being a 

Christian could give a good answer out of the Creed's system 

of answers.   

The Creed provides the answers, but what are the questions?  

The questions arise from the material that we tackle first, the 

character of God as reflected in the Ten Commandments.  

God is holy; humans are not naturally holy.  How to bridge 

the gap?  The Ten Commandments create the questions that 

the Creed answers. 

Then, finally, how to live life as a Christian?  The Lord's 

prayer gives us a few hints about our dependence on God.  So 

we end by looking through the Lord's prayer and we learn 

why we ask God those particular seven petitions. 

Parents, your task is this:  Help your candidate/child know 

for sure he or she has already become a Christian by ensuring 

that they understand the meaning of the Ten 

Commandments, the Creed, and the Lord's Prayer. 

We ask that you help your candidate/child to MEMORIZE the 

Ten Commandments, the Creed (all of it!) and the Lord's 

Prayer.   

As you work on memorizing, be sure to work through the 
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meaning of what your candidate is memorizing.  Start with 

the deeper meaning of the Ten Commandments.  Anyone can 

keep the Ten Commandments on the surface, but what do 

they really demand from us? Then move through the Creed, 

asking why the Creed's statements are important, why they 

are made, what difference do they make if they are true or not 

true. 

Following is a set of questions to ask your 

candidate/child and help you do the work of baptism-

preparation.  Remember, there is no more important work in 

the world than raising a child!  And what could be more 

important to your child's future than a solid foundation of 

Christian faith?  Please take time with your candidate/child 

and make sure he or she is standing on the Solid Rock. 

You are holding Edition 1.0, prepared in 1998. I need your 

honest feedback for an Edition 2.0 that is more helpful. Write 

me at ted.newell@outlook.com. 

 

-Ted Newell, July 20, 2015
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Questions to ask yourself and your candidate about 

the Ten Commandments 

Q: What words start off the Ten Commandments? 

A: “I am the Lord your God...”  This is a declaration of God who is 

saying to the people, I take YOU to be my people.  The people are 

the people of Israel.  What had just happened to them?  They had 

already been saved from slavery in a oppressive foreign country.  

God is reminding them that he has been their saviour already, 

before the giving of the explicit commandments.  God works in 

your heart, loves you, and then you are able to do what he wants 

you to do.  Grace comes first. 

Q: What does it mean, “You shall have no other gods before me.”   

A:  The nations that surrounded Israel were had a lot of gods.  

Most or all these nations did not have a supreme god.  No god got 

exclusive worship -- the worship was shared.  Depending on what 

you were afraid of, or what you really wanted in life, you 

worshiped the particular god who could help you.  Generally you 

worshiped their particular idol, be it the idols of Isis, Osiris, fish 

gods, or others. 

We also live in a society that has a lot of gods.  There is the god of 

material possessions, of course, the god of health, the god of 

intellectual accomplishment, the god of nice cars, the god of 

beauty, and many many others. 

None of these gods can really save you.  They are all illusions.  God 

the true God demands our whole life for worship to him.  Trust 

only me, he is saying.  Weed all the false trusts out of your life. 

What are your false trusts?  Your family false trusts? 

What does it mean to say, you shall have no idols before me? 

You must not have other gods.  (Also, You must have no idols, etc.) 

Q: What does this mean? 

A: We must fear, love, and trust God more than anything else. 

B. The Third Commandment 

You must not misuse your God's name. 

Q. What does this mean? 
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A. We must fear and love God, so that we will not use His name to 

curse, swear, cast a spell, lie or deceive, but will use it to call upon 

Him, pray to Him, praise Him and thank Him in all times of 

trouble. 

C. The Fourth Commandment 

You must keep the Sabbath holy. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We must fear and love God, so that we will not look down on 

preaching or God's Word, but consider it holy, listen to it willingly, 

and learn it. 

D. The Fifth Commandment 

You must honor your father and mother. [So that things will go 

well for you and you will live long on earth]. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We must fear and love God, so that we will neither look down 

on our parents or superiors nor irritate them, but will honor them, 

serve them, obey them, love them and value them. 

E. The Sixth Commandment 

You must not kill. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We must fear and love God, so that we will neither harm nor 

hurt our neighbor's body, but help him and care for him when he 

is ill. 

F. The Seventh Commandment 

You must not commit adultery. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We must fear and love God, so that our words and actions will 

be clean and decent and so that everyone will love and honor their 

spouses. 

G. The Eighth Commandment 

You must not steal. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We must fear and love God, so that we will neither take our 

neighbor's money or property, nor acquire it by fraud or by selling 

him poorly made products, but will help him improve and protect 

his property and career. 
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H. The Ninth Commandment 

You must not tell lies about your neighbor. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We must fear and love God, so that we will not deceive by lying, 

betraying, slandering or ruining our neighbor's reputation, but will 

defend him, say good things about him, and see the best side of 

everything he does. 

I. The Tenth Commandment 

You must not desire your neighbor's house.  You must not desire 

your neighbor's wife, servant, maid, animals or anything that 

belongs to him. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We must fear and love God, so that we will not attempt to trick 

our neighbor out of his inheritance or house, take it by pretending 

to have a right to it, etc. but help him to keep & improve it.  We 

must fear and love God, so that we will not release the neighbour's 

source of income, take his employees from him or seduce his wife, 

but urge they to stay and do what they ought to do. 

K. The Conclusion to the Commandments 

Q. What does God say to us about all these commandments? 

A. This is what He says: 

``I am the Lord Your God. I am a jealous God. I plague the 

grandchildren and great-grandchildren of those who hate me with 

their ancestor's sin. But I make whole those who love me for a 

thousand generations.'' 

Q. What does it mean?  

A. God threatens to punish everyone who breaks these 

commandments. We should be afraid of His anger because of this 

and not violate such commandments. But He promises grace and 

all good things to those who keep such commandments. Because 

of this, we, too, should love Him, trust Him, and willingly do what 

His commandments require. 

------- 

For further insight into what God requires of human beings, read 

the New Testament book of Matthew, chapter 5 to chapter 7.  

There, Jesus tells his followers that they must be perfect as their 

father in heaven is perfect.  “Unless your righteousness exceeds 

that of the scribes and the Pharisees, you will definitely not enter 
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the kingdom of heaven.”  These are very strong words.  The scribes 

and the Pharisees were very sticky about the least detail of the law 

of God.  And Jesus is setting an even higher standard.  We who 

want to follow Jesus better listen! 

Happily, this teaching is not the only word.  Read on in Galatians 

3:22.  The law of God describes the character of God: in a word, 

holy.  But because we are sinners (“human” as people say) we 

discover that we have fallen short of God's perfect standard.  The 

only way we can be right with God is by faith in Jesus Christ.  

Jesus makes us a gift of his own righteousness, and he takes away 

our sin.  He himself had no sin, so he could pay the penalty for sin.  

His death was infinite in value -- it was the death of God the Son.  

So the law of God does describe God's demands for human beings.  

It describes the life of God's Son, in fact, the perfect image of his 

Father.  God is holy, and he can't allow unholy, unclean rebels to 

be in his presence.  BUT.  But Jesus is God's bridge to eternal life.  

By trusting in him, we can cross over the huge gulf that separates 

God from human beings.  That's good news.
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Questions to ask yourself and your candidate about 

the Apostles' Creed 

I.  The First Article: On Creation 

I believe in God the Almighty Father, Creator of Heaven and 

Earth.  

Q. What does this mean? 

A. I believe that God created me, along with all creatures. He gave 

to me: body and soul, eyes, ears and all the other parts of my body, 

my mind and all my senses and preserves them as well. He gives 

me clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and land, wife and 

children, fields, animals and all I own. Every day He abundantly 

provides everything I need to nourish this body and life. He 

protects me against all danger, shields and defends me from all 

evil.  He does all this because of His pure, fatherly and divine 

goodness and His mercy, not because I've earned it or deserved it. 

For all of this, I must thank Him, praise Him, serve Him and obey 

Him.  Yes, this is true! 

II. The Second Article: On Redemption 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, Who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 

Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried, descended to Hell, on 

the third day rose again from the dead, ascended to Heaven and 

sat down at the right hand of God the Almighty Father. From there 

He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Q. What does this mean?  

A. I believe that Jesus Christ is truly God, born of the Father in 

eternity and also truly man, born of the Virgin Mary. He is my 

Lord! He redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, bought and 

won me from all sins, death and the authority of the Devil. It did 

not cost Him gold or silver, but His holy, precious blood, His 

innocent body -- His death! Because of this, I am His very own, 

will live under Him in His kingdom and serve Him righteously, 

innocently and blessedly forever, just as He is risen from death, 

lives and reigns forever. Yes, this is true. 

III. The Third Article: On Becoming Holy 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

community of the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 

of the body, and an everlasting life. Amen. 

Q. What does this mean? 
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A. I believe that I cannot come to my Lord Jesus Christ by my own 

intelligence or power. But the Holy Spirit call me by the Gospel, 

enlightened me with His gifts, made me holy and kept me in the 

true faith, just as He calls, gathers together, enlightens and makes 

holy the whole Church on earth and keeps it with Jesus in the one, 

true faith. In this Church, He generously forgives each day every 

sin committed by me and by every believer.  On the last day, He 

will raise me and all the dead from the grave. He will give eternal 

life to me and to all who believe in Christ. Yes, this is true! 
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Questions to ask yourself and your candidate about 

the Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, Who is in Heaven... 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. In this introduction, God invites us to believe that He is our real 

Father and we are His real children, so that we will pray with trust 

and complete confidence, in the same way beloved children 

approach their beloved Father with their requests.  

II. The First Request 

May Your name be holy. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. Of course, God's name is holy in and of itself, but by this 

request, we pray that He will make it holy among us, too. 

Q. How does this take place? 

A. When God's Word is taught clearly and purely, and when we 

live holy lives as God's children based upon it.  Help us, Heavenly 

Father, to do this! But anyone who teaches and lives by something 

other than God's Word defiles God's name among us. Protect us 

from this, Heavenly Father! 

III. The Second Request 

Your Kingdom come. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. Truly God's Kingdom comes by itself, without our prayer. But 

we pray in this request that it come to us as well. 

Q. How does this happen? 

A. When the Heavenly Father gives us His Holy Spirit, so that we 

believe His holy Word by His grace and live godly lives here in this 

age and there in eternal life. 

IV. The Third Request 

May Your will be accomplished, as it is Heaven, so may it be on 

Earth. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. Truly, God's good and gracious will is accomplished without our 

prayer. But we pray in this request that it be accomplished among 

us as well. 
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Q. How does this happen? 

A. When God destroys and interferes with every evil will and all 

evil advice, which will not allow God's Kingdom to come, such as 

the Devil's will, the world's will and will of our bodily desires. It 

also happens when God strengthens us by faith and by His Word 

and keeps living by them faithfully until the end of our lives. This 

is His will, good and full of grace. 

V. The Fourth Request 

Give us our daily bread today. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. Truly, God gives daily bread to evil people, even without our 

prayer. But we pray in this request that He will help us realize this 

and receive our daily bread with thanksgiving. 

Q. What does “Daily Bread” mean? 

A. Everything that nourishes our body and meets its needs, such 

as: Food, drink, clothing, shoes, house, yard, fields, cattle, money, 

possessions, a devout spouse, devout children, devout employees, 

devout and faithful rulers, good government, good weather, peace, 

health, discipline, honor, good friends, faithful neighbors and 

other things like these. 

VI. The Fifth Request 

And forgive our guilt, as we forgive those guilty of sinning against 

us. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We pray in this request that our Heavenly Father will neither 

pay attention to our sins nor refuse requests such as these because 

of our sins and because we are neither worthy nor deserve the 

things for which we pray. Yet He wants to give them all to us by 

His grace, because many times each day we sin and truly deserve 

only punishment. Because God does this, we will, of course, want 

to forgive from our hearts and willingly do good to those who sin 

against us. 

VII. The Sixth Request 

And lead us not into temptation. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. God tempts no one, of course, but we pray in this request that 

God will protect us and save us, so that the Devil, the world and 

our bodily desires will neither deceive us nor seduce us into 
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heresy, despair or other serious shame or vice, and so that we will 

win and be victorious in the end, even if they attack us. 

VIII.  The Seventh Request 

But set us free from the Evil One. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. We pray in this request, as a summary, that our Father in 

Heaven will save us from every kind of evil that threatens body, 

soul, property and honor. We pray that when at last our final hour 

has come, He will grant us a blessed death, and, in His grace, bring 

us to Himself from this valley of tears. 

IX. Amen. 

Q. What does this mean? 

A. “Amen” means that I should be certain that such prayers are 

acceptable to the Father in Heaven and will be granted, that He 

Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and that He 

promises to answer us. Amen. Amen. This means: Yes, yes it will 

happen this way.  

 

NOTE: Practical meanings of the Ten Commandments, Apostles' 

Creed, and Lord's Prayer are from the “Small Catechism,” by 

Martin Luther. Retrieve it (free, as of 20150720) at 

http://www.ccel.org/ccel/luther/smallcat.html  


